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Lida (Eliza) Calvert
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Collection

It is our PLEASURE to INTRODUCE you to the Lida Calvert
Hall/lObenchain/McMillan Collection.

The Lida Calvert Hall/Obenchain/McMillan  Collection is alarge Privately held collection of many
items of historic signifi cance.

The Collection is wide ranging in its content, from rare French Furniture pieces to Books and
Manuscripts.

The Collection consists of 5 generations of the Calvert Hall/Obenchain/McMillan and Godwin
Families.

The Story of this Collection starts with Eliza (Lida) Calvert Hall;

Eliza Caroline "Lida" Obenchain (néeCalvert), (February 11, 1856December 20, 1935)

was an American author, women's rights advocate, and suffragisBirasing Green,

Kentucky. Lida Obenchain, writing under the pen néttfiza Calvert Hall, was widely known

early in the twentieth century for her short stories featuring an elderly widowed woman, "Aunt
Jane", who plainly spoke her mind about the people she knew and her experiences in the rural
south.
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Lida Obenchain's bestkhwn wor k i s O6Aunt Jane of Kentuckyo
when United States President Theodore Roosevelt recommended the book to the American

people during a speech, saying, "I cordially recommend the first chagtienbfane of

Kentuckyas atract in all families where the menfolk tend to selfish or thoughtless or overbearing

di sregard to the rights of their womenfol ko.

In the Collectionwe possess a number of letters that President Roosevelt sent to Lida praising
her work, one on White Hou&tationary and others from when he left office.

Eliza Caroline Calvert, daughter of Thomas Chalmers Calvert and Margaret (Younglove)
Calvert, was born in Bowling Green, Kentucky on February 11, 1856. She was known as "Lida"
throughout her life. Lida's faer Thomas Chalmers Calvert was borGites Countyto Samuel
Wilson Calvert, a Presbyterian minister, and his wife Eliza Caroline (Hall) Calvert. Lida's
mother, Margaret Younglove, was fralohnstown, New York.

Lida attended a local private school, ahdrtWestern Female SeminairyOxford, Ohia She

pursued two of the careers acceptable for a single woman in her era, teaching school and writing
sentimental poetry. She began her professional writing career in order to help support her mother
and siblingsSc r i b n e r tnhagazMe atdetdd two of her poems for publication in 1879

and paid her the equivalent of $600 USD. She continued writing and had at least six more poems
published before age thirty.

On July 8, 1885, Lida married 4#4arold Major William Alexander Obenchain. Obenchain was
a Virginia native andmerican Civil Warveteran who in 1883 became presidenbgtien

Collegea small men's school in Bowling Green. Lida and William had four dntdVargery,
William Alexander Jr. (Alex), Thomas Hall and Cecilia (Cecil). Her family responsibilities left
her with limited time to write. Her frustration as an unpaid housewife motivated her to support
the cause of women's suffrage and to work withkketucky Equal Rights Association.

Lida was a passionate advocate of suffragevandme n 6 s She engsiomed a time when

"woman's growing selfespect made her rise in revolt, and out of her conflict and her victory

came a higher civilization for thehole world." See also her 1892 articleWhy Democr at i c
Wo men Want ptblisked ihder thegpseGdonym, "A Kentucky Woman Thoe

National Bulletinin 1892.

Lida used her talent as a writer to draft original articles to advocate for women'sirigateral.

In 1898 Cosmopolitarpublished "Sally Ann's Experience." The story was reprinted in the

Wo me n 60 s thebadiesrHanhe Journahnd in international magazines and newspapers,
making the story familiar to people around the worgla'l | y Experienéédecame the first

story of Aunt Jane of Kentuckw collection of short stories published in 1907. She followed up
with The Land of Long Agm 1909 andClover and Blue Grasis 1916. Lida published a short
novel, To Love and to Cheriglin 1911. In 1912, Lida wrote a book about the mountain weavers
of TennesseeVirginia, North CarolinaandKentuckycalled "A Book of HaneWoven

Coverlets". The book, one of the first of its kind, detailed the designs and colors of the coverlets
which aided in kevating thecoverletsto be armart form



William Obenchain died on August 17, 1916, after an extended illness. Family responsibilities
caused her to move fallas, Texaso care for her daughter Margery, who had contracted
tuberculosisShe continued tarrite, but her most productive years as a writer were past. After

the death of her daughter in 1923, she stayed in Texas, where she died on December 20, 1935.

Lida took up residence at 6004 Bryan Parkway, Dallas, Texas.

Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliza Calvert Hall

Lidadbs husband, Major William Al exander Obenc
Green and Virginia. He served as a Major on Generalhes St af f during the Ci
member of the Virginia Militia and was on Gen

He helped prepare a Map of Richmond, VA prior to the famous Battle of Richmond (and we
have this Map in the Collection).

At the conclusion,of he Ci vi | War , Maj or Obenchain signec
the Unioné6é, which we also have in the Collect
After the War, O6The Major6é6 became the Preside

where he met and married Lida.

We haltve Md&j or 6s6 personal o6Scrap Bookd with ne
College, in the Collection.

Lida and 6The Majord had 4 children
Margery (who moved to Dallas),

William Al exander Jnr. (who fought ilMulWwWl i n
Pack with the CollectionHe met President Roosevelt and we have this correspondence in the
Collection.

Thomas Hall (who also moved to Dallas and became a successful stockbroker).

Cecilia, who laterdied tragically in Dallas, Texas taking her ow by jumping from a
prominent building downtown.

Margery moved from Bowling Green to Dallas but contracted tuberculosis in the €rly 20
Century. After 6The Majoré died in 1916, Lida
Thomas soon followeler to DallasLida brought many of her personal effects including

furniture, books, letters, etc, which we have in the Collection. We even have some of her

clothing.
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Reading was a very important part of the family and hence we have a LARGE number of rare
and first edition books which we were owned b
Obenchainsdéd. These wil] be uploaded to our We

Thomas was a very handsome and intelligent young man. Hantheharriedscotta Godwin,
the daugter of a very prominent family from Waxahachie, TX. Her father was Osce Godwin, a
very successful local businessman who set up and owned amongst other business interests

ADall as Power and Light®é& and 6The I nnlam Ur ban
the daughter of prominent local Judge McMillan, also of Waxahachie.

The Obenchain Family set up residence on Armstrong Parkway in Highland Park, Dallas, TX
building a Dutch Colonial Mansion in 1929.

Scotta Godwin Obenchain and her mother Rosa, ¢etlanany fine high quality antiques by
attending higkend Auctions in Dallas at this time.

I n particular, they attended an Auction of Fr
Rooms 6 Hot el in Downtown Dall as | rmatalo 6 and b
have MANY of these pieces in the Collection together with the ORIGINAL Auction Catalog.

Thomas Hall Obenchain and Scotta Godwin had a son Thomas Hall Obenchain Jnr. who became
a welkknown doctor in Highland Park. He continued to reside irAttmestrong Parkway
Mansion after his parents6é deat hs.

After the death of Thomas Hall Obenchain Jnr. The entire Estate and Collection passed to our
clients.

Here is a SMALLselection of items in this
Collection. Justto give you aO /&£l AlofatheO 6
amazing Collection :



19C Louis XVI French Commode after JeanHenri Reisener:

OUTSTANDING AND HIGHLY IMPORTANT LOUIS XVI
COMMODE AFTER JEAN- HENRI REISENER (1734 —
1806)

Pair of Early 19t Century SevresPorcelain Napoleonic Vases

Hugely Important Pieces —
Circa 1800
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Dear Mra. Obenchain:

I gladly accept the autogruphed copy Of “Aunt
B e Jans? which you have been s¢ ¥ind as 1o @end me.
Mra. Tlfsm Galvert Obenchain,
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Dear Mr. Wade:

loved onesl
joy. It surely must, you have cheered so many trave,
struggliing people.

My mother and 1 are going %o wisdit Mildred and her
hustand in Montgomery, and we leave tomorrow morning-
1 do not know when we shall come tack, tut I think
akout the first of February. I anticipate a g2y,

delightful visit, Mildred says there - ‘aiways something

B
! A
going on down there.

T only lengh at poor Miss Cady's vagaries. I do
pot think she ought to ke hsld responsikle for anythimg
she szgs. It really seems a kindness t‘gu let her mritesout
her anger against everytody 2nd not anéwer her, every
reply sends Her distracted. ‘\

With much love, I am, !

Affectiopately @gour Triendy

Helen Kellern.
|

Wrentham,

Becemter cighteenth.
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Teddy Roosevelt Rough Riders Photo:

High Quality JapaneseCarved Wooden Box of Frog on Waterlily :



